
UTION OR BOARD QFDIBETORS OF TRE LEGAL AH) SOCIETY OF ORANGE COCElTY 

In Support of Enhaneed Private Attorney Involvement with LSC-Fwcld Program 

Wheress, since 1958 the Legal Aid Society of Orange County has been providing h e ,  W q l i t y  
essential legal services to the llow to moderate income communities and senio~ citizens in Orange County; 

Whsrses, since 1984 the Legal Aid Society of Orange County has been providing essential legal services 
~ts Cornunity Legal Sentices to the low to moderate income cornmumities in southwf Los AngeIes 
County; 

Wbwess, in 1981 tbe Legal Aid Society of Orange County created Amicus Wlico, the predecessor 
organization to the Public Law Centw, & the p 6 b o m  serving Orange County, designed to 
organize the pro bono work of the private bar, enabling the client community of the Legal Aid Society of 
G g e  COW$ to access those pro-bon~ services; 

Whereas, Amicus Publico was the predecessor organization to the Public Law Center in 1982, which the 
Legal Aid Soclety of Owage County has continued to partner with and fund to organimthepro bono 
work of the private bar in the effort to provide civil legal services to the indieqent in Orange County; 

W m ,  the Legal Aid Society of Orange County continues to support and work closely witb tbe Public 
Law Center and the anorneys it recruits to represent members of the client community mved jointly by 
the Public Law Center and The Legd Aid Society of Orange County; 

Whereas, since 1982, for those who canaot obtain services directly frdm the Leg1 Aid Society of Ormge 
County, the LegaI Aid Society of Orange bunty's Stgte Bar certified Lewyer Refwral Service ha been 
p v i d i i  ftee snd low eost advice and co~sultation from members of the ptivate bar in a range of subject 
m e r  areas of concern to the client community of the Legal Aid Society of Orange C o w ;  

Wbereqs, &e W o r  Citizens Legal Advocacy Program of the Legal Aid Society of Orange County 
provides legal services to senior citizens with the ~tssistance o f t h o u d s  ofhours anmuilly from 
vol~mteer Emeritus Attorneys; 

WI~ereas, the Legal Aid Society of Orange County cmated a three-tier delivery service system in 1996 in 
an a t t t m  to fill the ''justice gap" by expanding the availability of legal serviw through the H O W ,  self- 
help clinic services, &d indepth le~a l  services; 

Whereas, since 1996, the Legal Aid Society of 0- County c-d with private attorneys on a 
rcdud-fe  basis to supplement staffattorney time in the supervision of the Hotline, as it serves as the 
Legal Aid Society of &ng County's centralized intake sy&rn to its legal services while functioning as 
the moderate income community referral system to the Legal Aid Society of Orange County's LBgal 
Resolutions Center; 

Whereas, the Legal Aid Society of Orange County, in parfnership with the Superior Court of Orange 
County, created I-CAN!TM Legal (Interactive Community Assistance Network), an Internet-based and 
kiosk-operated legal services symm designed to 6ffectively provide pro per litigants convenient and vital 
legal services by combmihg the efficiencies of self-trek technology with pro-fonal services of the 
private &Ir, 



Whemm, the bgal  Aid Society of Orange County offers family law clinics d t l e t e d  by staff attorneys 
and @ ~ f g  mrneys for wcontWed $issolutions of marriage, landlord/wmt, and banlauprcy 
matters; 

W'bmss, in 2006, the Legal Aid Society of Orange County added a Jttdi- uomponent to its Private 
Attorney Involvement GBram to compensate priiate attorneys to prOvide m t ~ d l e d  family law and 
landlorditsaant legal services to indigent residents ofsoutheast Los Ang;e1es County; 

Whereas, the Ltgal Aid Society of Orange County has contracted with Justice in Education since 2007 to 
provide services to families with children that have special education needs, to provide information 
regarding their rights and responsibilities under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act; and to 
provide advocacy and legal representation m the area of School Procedure and Special Education Law to 
parents and children in need of such servioes; 

Whereas, the Board of Govmors of the State Bar of California, at its December 9.1989 meeting and as 
emended at its Stme 22,2002 meeting, miopted a F'm Bono Resolution ur~!inp all attorneys, law firms and - -, 

memhers, ofthe legal &mmunity to devoteat least 50 hours per year, to provide br enabie .h deiivwy of 
pxo &no 'legal sewices 'ts, the ,poor or disadvantaged with fk purpose 6f improving the legal ,sy&m and 
i n c d n g  access to justitice; and 

-,the he Boardofirmom of the Legal Scrvica Corporation, at its A M  2007 meeting, a d d  
Rmhtion 2007-003 suppefiing and mo&ng private a&ey involv.em&t and wghg gtkm&g 
btxda of LSGfunded pr0gm-w to coIlabowfe with o w  orga&&om to e M v &  a n m e  I ~ & W I S  in - - -  
pro bma mpmsentafion a& other services that bm& low-<-me persons. 

- 

Nw, 'll~emfore, Be It Rawbed that the Board of %tors of the Legal Aid Society of Orange County, 
in an &on to help doge the W c e  gap in The Legal Aid Society of &age C o w ,  mppora9 aMi 

private a#trmey involvement with the Legal Aid Society of Orange County and will endeavor 
to: 

* Urge all attorneys to devote a reasonable amount of time, at least 50 ~ B V S  per year, to proui& or 
enable the djleFt ddhery of legal servicks, without expectation of compensation other than 
r e i m b m e n t  of expenses, to indigent individuals, or to not-for-pmflt orga&&ons with a primary 
purpose of pmvi6mg semicas to the poor or on behalf of the pow w &sadvmtB@, not-for-profit 
organidom wiCh a purpose of improving the law and legal systEm, or inc- scam to justice; 

CoI19Borete with all law schools to develop and facilitate educstional efforts fhat demonstrate the 
exteai of the unmei civil Ie$al need and encourage wllcctive respom'MIiity and participation of Jew 
muknia in pro bono activities within Ocawge County & southeast Lo$ Angeles by borh public and 
private mities to help meet this unmet civil legal m d ;  

Urge all law finns and corporate employers to promote and develop effective strategies for engaging 
associates and partners in pro bono representation and other services that benefit low-income persons; 

Utge all the attorneys, law firms, law schools, and other entities to mtribuce f b a ~ i a l  support to tbe 
Legat Aid Society of Ownge County end &r non pmfit org&diom W provide frae 
services t~ thc poor, and 

r ~ ~ l l ~ t i ~ ~  With ~rg&&w. fw tha preduha ~f imWWe wg@eIing 
d w  sewiw p r b g m  to improve and i n c k  aacess to justice.. 



Be it Buftber ReeoIved, that the Board of Dimtorn of the Legal Aid Society of Orange County will 
con€inue to: 

Promote, support and encaurage private atmmsy involvemeut initidyes by publicizing ltnd 
~&k~p$&g private attorney invoivammt in the wark of The Legal Aid Society of Olrtngc Cow@ and 
by cot- with t d ~ n a l ,  mte and local organizations to meate opporPunities for such publicity 
md reoognition. 

Mainfain long-standing telationships with the Public Law Center, volunteer Emeritus Attorneys, and 
Panel Attorney members of the Lawyer Referral Service to meet the ~ ~ a t t  civil legal naeds of low- 
incolne persens with the provision ofpro born services; 

Develop str%tea;iea that e n c m g e  p ~ o  bono, including creative recruitment methods and delivq 
mdels, &misty pat i ce  &id continuing legal  ducati ion rules, and training, mentoring, support and 
recognition ofvolmteers. 

Adopted by the Board of Directors of The f Orange County on Mareh 5,2008. 


