
RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF LEGAL AID 
OF WESTERN OHIO, INC. IN SUPPORT OF ENHANCED 

PRIVATE ATTORNEY INVOLVEMENT EFRORTS 

Whwtpg, the Legal Services Copration and the pro- it funds, including Legal 
Aid of Watcnn Ohio, Inc. (LAWO), have long recognized that the ovawching values 
of private attorney involvement to LSC-fmded programs are m c m d  access, 
increased human and capital resources, and increasedpro bono commitment; and 

Whereas, at its April 2007 meeting, the Board of of the Legal Services 
Cormration adouted Resolution 2007-003 suppo&g and encowging private - - -  
attokey involv&dt and utging governing b&& ~LSC-funded programs to 
c ~ l l ~ r a t e  with other organ&%& to &velY eng- lawyers inpro born 
q x e d o n  and o k  d m  that benefit low-income per-, and 

_, a I to 
Whmars, the LSC Board of Dimtom resolution bdds  upon the following netional 
LSC initiatives: 

The October 2005 LSC report, Dacuvnenting the Justice Gap in Amwica: The 
Current U m e t  Civil Legal N e d  of Low-Income Americans which found that 50 
percent of the potential clientsrequesting  ass^ &om (m LSC p t e e  were; , 
tuned away for lack of temurws on the part of the pmp;ram; 

The LSC Strategtc Mremions 2006-2010, which oalts upon LSC to inrrease public 
awareness ofand support for legal services to low-income persons in order to 
respond appropriately to more of their legal needs; 

The LSC Peiformunce Criteria, which consider, in evaluating a program's legal 
representation and other activities intended to benefit the low-income population 
in its senrice area, whether that program effectively integrates private attorneys 
into its work in order to supplement the amount and effectiveness of its 
reprw~ntation and other services; 

The Provision for the Delivery of Legal Services Committee of the LSC Board of 
Directon 2006 meetings, which highlighted the potential, opporhmities and 
challenges of private attorney involvemeat and determined ways in which this 
critical resource can be used more diktively by LSC-Wed programs as a means 
to help close the justice gap; 

The unanimous adophn in January 2007 by LSC Board of Director$ of a strategic 
work plan entitled Action Pfan for Private Attorney Involvement: Help Close the 



Justice Gap, Unleash the Power ofPro Bono, which h&hlights the benefits of 
engaging private attorneys to help represent clients ef LSC-funded program and 
describes ways in which the LSC Board and staff will work to expand pdvate 
attorney involvement. 

The American Bar Association's Model Rule 6.1 and similar state bar des ,  which 
wte  ffie prdessional reSp~nsibiHty of every lawyer to providepro bono legal 
as&mce to persons of limited meanq and 

Whereas, the LAW0 Board of Trustees has long recognized the desirability and 
necessity of involving private attorneys in meeting the legd needs of low-income 
aersons and has worked with bar assooiations, o d d  mo bono programs, the - - 
judiciary, aani indiviw attorney8 ta a c ~ o ~ i i ~ h ~ t h i s  tad 

Whafess, m S a p t e a n h  2006W enhance the mvohement o f f w e  a-ys and law 
students inmeeting the needs of low-income pemm, the LAWO Board of Tnisfees 
fond ly  adopted G d s  ond Objectives for Prime Attarmy and Law Student 
involvement in fhe Delivery of Legd Se&ce.t to LOW-Income Persons; and 

W b m a ,  in 2006 the LAWO Board of TRlstees c d e d  and funded a new position of 
Director ofprlvgte Attomy and Law Student Invoivement to c o o ~ t e  and direct 
LAWO's private athmey involvement activities; and 

Whenss, LAWO o w  the Amxicorps Pro Born Legd Corps, with funding from 
the Coqomtton forkational and ~ommuhity Servioe a n d ~ q d  h i c e  Works, to 
fadlute and support the invelvment of law students in tbe delivery of legal services 
to lowincame persons; and 

Whereas, in -her 2007 the Ohio Sqxeme Court issued a Statement Regarding 
the Provision 4Prb &ma Legal Services by Ohio Lawyers and the Ohio State Bar 
h c i r d i o n  fonned a Pm Bono Committee Task F o m  charged witb establishing a 
statewide network of locally based committees to promote and facilitate pro born 
o p p 0 ~ 8 e s  For attorneys; and 

Whereas, the LAWO Board of Trustees wishes to express its support of the initiatives 
being undertaken by the Legal Services Coqxmtibn and the Ohio State Bar 
~ssckiati~n, and ofthe s&wt on pro bo& services issued by the Ohio Supreme 
court; 

Now, merefore, Be It Resolved that the Board of Trustees of Legal Aid of Western 
Ohio, Inc. (LAYO), in an effort to help close the justice gap in Ohio, supports and 
encourages private attorney involvement with LAWO and with its partner agencies, 
ineluag its afEhk, Advocates for Basic Legd Equality. Inc., and will endeavor to: 

Collaborate with other orlganiza;tions and entities in northwest and west central 
Ohio, and at the state level, to develop and facilitate educational efforts that 



demonmate the exteat of the w e t  civil legal need and encourage collective 
responsib'ity within LAWO's service area by both public and pri- entities to 
help meet this rmrnd civil legal nead, and 

Collaborate with other o ~ o m  and entitic9 in northwest and west centtal 
Ohio, snd at the state level, to develop effective strabgies for engagkg lawyers in 
pro Sono represencation and other S~MOLS that benefit low-hame p e m ;  md 

Include in that oollaboration Advocates for B d c  Legal Equslity, I=.; the Ohio 
State Bat Association and its Bo Bono C o e  Talc Force; the Toledo Bar 
Assaciation Pro Born Legal Services Pro&nrm; the Grater Dayton Volvuteer 
Lawyers P r o j e  the University of Toledo College of Law; the University of 
Dayton School of Law; Ohia Northern University Pettit College of law;  local bar 
associations tlnoughout LAWO's 32 county service area; the Ohio Legal 
Assistance Foundation; and the state and fede&jttdiciary; and - -- 

Develop strategies that encouragepro bono activities, including c d v e  
d b n e n t  methods and deHvery models, a#oraey practice anal continuing legal 
education rules, and training, mentoring, support, and reeogdrtiian ofvdu11teers. 

Be it Farther Rmdved f b t  the Board ofTm&em of Legal Aid of Westem Ohio, hc. 
will pmmote, snpport and encowage priva[e attorney involvemertt iniOtatives by 
p&ic*king and kcogni3;iag pxiva6 &mey involv&ent in the work d L A W 0  and 
by couborating with mtional, l, and l d  organi&m to create opportunities for 
such publicity and recapition. 

Adopted by the b a F d  of Tmstem of bgal Aid of Werstwn Ohio, Ime. on 
Dccemsibar 6,2007. 


