
VIET SSI-What is SSI?
SSI is a federal benefit payment for people who are age 65 or older, blind or disabled.
Children who are blind or disabled can also get SSI.

To get SSI, visit your local Social Security office. They will help you fill out an
application.

VIET SSI-Income & Resources
To get SSI, you must have a low income. Also, you must not own property worth more
than $2,000. If you are married, you and your spouse can own property worth up to
$3,000. Some types of property do not count toward this limit. For example, Social
Security does not count the home you live in, one car, or your household belongings.

VIET SSI-Pre August 1996
Even if you are not a U.S. citizen, you might still be able to get SSI. For example, if you
were living in the U.S. legally as of August 22, 1996, you can apply for SSI. However,
you must be blind or disabled.

VIET SSI-Post August 1996
Some people who came to the U.S. after August 22, 1996 can still qualify for SSI. The
SSI rules for this group of people are very complicated, however. If you are not sure, go
ahead and apply for SSI. If you get turned down, try contacting your local legal aid office
for help.

VIET SSI-N648
If you become a U.S. citizen, you can apply for SSI, no matter when you came to the U.S.
Start working on your citizenship application right away. Your local refugee or
immigrant service program may be able to help. If you can’t pass the citizenship test
because you are disabled, your doctor can fill out an immigration form called an “N-
648”. If immigration accepts this form, you can get citizenship without taking the test.
The disability must be of a type that makes it difficult for you to learn new information.

VIET SSI-Time Limit
If you are not a citizen, and you came to the U.S. after August 22, 1996, there may be a
time limit on your SSI benefits. For example, if you are a refugee or asylee, you can only
get SSI benefits for 7 years. The 7 years starts from the date you came to the U.S.

If you are about to lose SSI because of the time limit, file an application for citizenship
right away.

VIET SSI-If You Don’t Understand
When you apply for SSI, Social Security may send you forms to fill out. They may also
make appointments for you. If you don’t respond, your application will be denied.

If you don’t understand a letter from Social Security, bring it to the Social Security office
and ask for help. You have the right to a free, trained interpreter.



VIET SSI-Appeal
If you get turned down for SSI, you have the right to ask for a hearing. You must do this
in writing, within 65 days of the date you were turned down. Visit the Social Security
office for help filling out the hearing request form. Then, try contacting your local legal
aid office for help.


